WILLA GATHER

cle. Adventure and danger, violence and death are only epi-
sodes in the resolute advance of a mild culture bringing peace
to the desert. Herself a Protestant, Willa Gather told her
story with full mastery of Catholic opinion and behavior, and
with full sympathy for humane, heroic deeds. Heroism comes
naturally to her heroes, in their day's work. She stresses it no
more than they would have done in talking about it. There
is room for fresh descriptions of landscapes and interiors, food
and clothing, the looks of all the characters, reflections on
conduct and manners, and many big and little happenings, all
told in a quiet tone and in a silver style. The novel was re-
ceived with general enthusiasm and became at once a special
favorite among her books, along with My Antonia and A
Lost Lady. She had made the Catholic Southwest as truly a
territory of her art as the plains had been. She had given as
graceful and exact a form to the lives of holy men as to the
lives of erring women. The history of the Catholic Church
in America includes Canada as well as New Mexico. In
Shadows on the Rode (1931) Willa Gather chose Quebec
for her setting, in the last days of Frontenac. The time is
remoter than in any other of her novels, and she confines
herself to the events of a single year as they appeared to a
child: the shadows of events, not the events themselves. The
body of the book is the things described: the changing sea-
sons, the river, the headland up which the city climbs, the
streets, churches, markets, waterfront, houses, costumes. But
Shadows on the Roclc is less rich in pictures than Death
Comes to the Archbishop and still less rich in dramatic im-
plications.

"One must know the world so well/' Sarah Orne Jewett
said to the younger woman from Nebraska, "before one can
know the parish." Willa Gather was thirty-seven when she
published O Pioneers! and had been half her life away from
the Red Cloud neighborhood. "I think/' she later said, "that
most of the basic material a writer works with is acquired
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